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Exigence of the Special Interest Group on the Writing and Rhetorics of Code 

 
For over 30 years, writing and rhetoric scholars have produced scholarship about the relationships between 
programming, writing, and rhetoric (see bibliography). Out of this legacy, a growing number of scholars 
have been and are actively conducting research and developing pedagogies rooted in understanding the 
communicative and rhetorical dimensions of computer programming. (See a list of interested SIG 
attendees below). Accordingly, we take-up Calhoon-Dillahunt’s “cultivating member capacity” to dig into 
more fertile, disciplinary ground that helps us generate more sustainable fields of inquiry and knowledge 
production. Such an occasion serves as a means for seasoned and new scholars to meet, mentor, and 
extend their capacities to include code and computation into their research and teaching in and of 
writing and rhetoric. 
 

SIGWROC Meeting Agenda 
 
During our 60-minute meeting, we will conduct the following activities: 
 

1. Field-Based Meet and Greet : This inaugural SIG meeting serves as a potential catalyst for future 
collaborations and intellectual relationships. Attendees will walk away from this meeting with new 
opportunities to share their work and collaborate with others. 
 

2. Curricula/Courses and Publication Avenues: Part of developing a durable field of inquiry includes 
creating viable spaces for publishing our developing theories and applying them in our 
department’s curricula. 

 
After the meeting, we will synthesize the notes taken during each activity and use this material to develop 
content for the SIG’s first newsletter. We will also poll participants for who would like to help research, 
plan, and coordinate the drafting of future SIG operating procedures and organizational structure. 
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